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Second Line Worksheet
Stanton Moore

©StantonMooreDrumAcademy.com

Traditional 
NOLA 2nd line. Play
all sd notes w/ varying
degrees of buzzes 
as well

My go to 
variation.
Play w/&
w/out buzzes 

Chasing the 
accents.Play
w/&w/out 
buzzes

8/20/16

Herlin 
Riley 
fill

2 accents
on the snare.
Add buzzes

A straight
forward 
2nd line.

This one
works at
slower
tempos

Try playing
this one w/
lh playing 
snare and
buzzed snare notes

Updated 6/21/17
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2
Second Line Worksheet

Latin-ish
varitaon

Snares
off

Traditioinal
2nd line
accents

More J.V. ideas

Train
beat

some of my variations
rrl sand-
wich on
rl bread

Play as 
Hey Pocky
Way

Add lazy 
left hand

Modern 2nd line

The Johnny
V. sticking
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3Second Line Worksheet

put the 
r hand 
around the
kit

modern
version 
of trad
2nd line

put the 
r hand 
around the
kit

bass
drum

snare buzz
note
on 
snare

cross
stick

hi hat
w/ foot

hi hat
splashed
w/ foot

accent 
the bass 
drum

ride 
cymbal

cow-
bell

rack
tom

floor
tom

with all of these examples, make sure to play with a feel that is in-between straight and swing (in-between the cracks). 
with the traditonal new orleans second line, experiment with playing each example with buzzed snare strokes as well as with out.  
also experiment with varying the degrees of buzz.  this is explained in academy lesson 1 and is thing no.2 that i work on to develop 
buzz rolls. also don't forget to emphasize the big 4 on the bass drum!
once you are comfortable with the first 5 examples, you have the basic building blocks to transcribe herlin riley's into to "happy 
feet blues" off of wynton marsalis' record "majesty of the blues". i recommend to all my students who want to learn second line
to transcribe that intro.  it's incredibly funky and if you can play and understand that intro, you're well on your way to 
understanding second line. for more on new orleans drumming check out my book and dvd "take it to the street'.
have fun and stay funky!

Key

Alternate
bd pattern
one

Alternate
bd pattern
two


